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A passionate proponent of economic justice from an early age, Alicia Christian garnered over $100 million for grassroots organizations and social service agencies during her career. 

After a job loss in the 1980s, the fiercely independent college graduate and single mother found herself homeless. She made a lifetime crusade of improving the plight of individuals and families whose experience she understood firsthand.

Connecting with other activists, she pushed for the creation of a cabinet-level city agency (now the Office of Supportive Housing), protested conditions in city shelters, won voting rights for the homeless and fought for the right to affordable housing. In Dignity Housing she created the first client-based African-American organization to address homelessness in the United States. Her commitment, her determination and, above all, her dignity continue to inspire us all. 

