
1  

 

 

Holiday Edition  

 While Radiyahõs demeanor is timid and humble, her story shows 
that she is fiercely determined.  Radiyah came to Dignity Housing in June 
2006 after spending six months homeless, a single, young pregnant mother 
of three pre -school aged children fleeing a domestic violence situation.  In 
just three years, with Dignityõs assistance and her own tenacity, she is leas-
ing a home she will have the option to buy; she attends classes at commu-

nity college; and is employed full -time.  
   
 Radiyah fled from her husband and the father of her children in 

2005 to Women Against Abuse after several years of emotional and physical 
abuse.  She realized that her situation was jeopardizing her childrenõs fu-
ture and that she was not able to obtain the goals she knew were possible.  

Although the right decision had been made by leaving, she recounts her first night spent in a shelter as being òunreal 
and impossible.ó Her family had to transfer shelters four times during their six-month period of being homeless.  
While she recalls this time as being challenging, Radiyah unwaveringly states that òI just had to stay focused on my 

larger goal and purpose.ó  (Keep Reading about Radiyahõs story on page 2) 
 

Tenant Moves Beyond Domestic Violence to 

Own Home, Fulfilling Her Dreams  

Pictured are Radiyah and her family along with staff and 

volunteers who assisted in a successful move-in. 
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Dignity Housing aims to break the cycle of homelessness and poverty through offering affordable housing and 
comprehensive supportive services to promote self -sufficiency and stabilize families and individuals throughout 

the Philadelphia area.  

 

SHOPPING FOR DIGNITY: November 27, 2009 

and December 16, 2009 
 Dignity Housing will host Shopping for 
Dignity , a community shopping night that will 
give you the opportunity to spend your holiday 
dollars at unique local businesses, while also sup-
porting Dignityõs mission to fight homelessness. 
 Look for the Shopping for Dignity sticker 
at the following participating businesses in North-
west Philadelphia who will give a percentage of 
their sales to Dignity Housing on Black Friday : 
Trolley Car Diner*, Ten Thousand Villages, The Hill 
Tea Bar, Rothe Florists, Artista, Lemons & Limes, 
and Majekiõs Stained Glass Works . In addition, 
Artisans on the Avenue and Earth, Bread + Brew-

ery will participate on December 16, 2009 .  
 Please show your support for building bet-
ter homes, better businesses, and better commu-

nities through your holiday shopping this year.  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT DIGNITY Inside this edition...  

 
Tenant Radiyah Moves Into Own Home (cont.) 2 
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GED Program Increases Success 4 
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Tenant Recognition Event  5 

Policy Corner 6, 7 

Happy Holidays!  7 

Another way to support Dignity Housing during your Holi-

day Shopping...  
Dignity Housing is a member of iGive. GO to 
www.igive.com/dignityhousing to SELECT Dignity Housing 
as your favorite cause, SHOP at brand name online stores 
through the iGive Mall. A penny a search and a portion of 

each purchase is donated to Dignity Housing. 
*Coupon for Trolley Car Diner on the back of newsletter! 
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(Continued from page 1 ) 

When the caseworker at Women 
Against Abuse gave Radiyah informa-
tion about Dignity Housing, she knew 

she had to seize the opportunity.  
 Radiyah was accepted into 
the Dignity program in June 2006. 
When Radiyah and her family moved 
into the program, her motivation to 
move toward self -sufficiency was 
apparent.  Her background and aspi-
rations to be in the nursing field al-
lowed her to secure an internship 
through Dignityõs BOSS Internship 
program at a Maternal Wellness Cen-
ter, where she increased her knowl-
edge about the field.  After the in-
ternship ended, she volunteered at 
the center while she completed a 
Doula-certification course with a 
grant from the Dignity Scholarship 
Fund.  In addition, she was able to 
secure a part-time job, which would 
later become full -time, at a day -care 
center where her two younger chil-
dren attend.  She also enrolled in the 
Community College of Philadelphia, 
where she still takes classes, in order 
to begin her career path as a mid -

wife.  

 

 Radiyah faced many chal-
lenges as she transitioned through 
the demanding, structured program, 
but believes it greatly contributed to 
her success.  She says she especially 
enjoyed the Womenõs Group because 

it òmade her realize she wasnõt 
aloneó and gave her a much-needed 
support system where she could 
òlearn from othersõ situations.ó  In 
addition, her children benefited from 
the After -school Program, which pro-
vided a positive academic, social, 
and cultural environment where their 
knowledge of life was enriched.  Her 
family also attended several of Dig-
nityõs Family Retreats which promote 

family bonding and communication.  
 Dignity Housingõs staff recog-
nized that Radiyah was not only com-
pliant in the program, but taking full 
advantage of Dignityõs resources.   In 
July 2008, two years after Radiyah 
first entered the Dignity Housing, 
staff extended the family an invita-
tion to the Future Homes program.  
It would provide her a lease -to-own 
opportunity in a single family home 
in a good neighborhood, close to 
Radiyahõs work and the childrenõs 

charter school.   
 Her family was slated to 
move into their new home in the fall 
of 2008. Unfortunately limited re-
sources caused by the recession, re-
duced funding, and the increased 
cost of materials and supplies threat-
ened to delay Dignityõs ability to 
complete the project. But Radiyahõs 
resilient attitude inspired Dignity 
staff to initiate a special fund raising 
effort. Sarah Janicki, Social Services 
Director of Dignity Housing, and her 
husband requested that family and 
friends donate to the renovation in-
stead of giving them Christmas pre-
sents. Board member, Raymond Well-
bank, and several of his family mem-
bers donated all materials and sup-
plies in order to make the move -in 
possible. They also donated their 
time over Memorial Day weekend to 
complete last -minute renovations. 
Dignityõs staff, board, families, and 

friends rallied together to make a 
concerted effort to place a deserving 
family in a home and the outcome 
was finally a success.  Radiyahõs fam-
ily was able to move into their own 
greatly -anticipated home in July 
2009. After a ten -month waiting pe-
riod, Radiyah says that she is just 

òthankful for the opportunity.ó   
 Since July, Dignity Housing 
has been giving Radiyah the support 
needed to prepare  for purchasing 
the house within a one to two year 
timeframe.  Meanwhile, Radiyah con-
tinues to attend school, work at the 
day-care center and focus on her 
children.  She has begun home-
ownership seminars and is following 
her plans to financial independence.  
Her pride in being a home -owner 
beams through her and when asked 
how she feels about her past, she 
smiles nervously and replies, òI donõt 
regret anything.  Everyone has their 
challenges, mine were difficult and I 
wish I didnõt have to go through 
those things but now I am a stronger, 
better person. I just had the attitude 
things were going to get better and I 
wanted my children to have opportu-
nities. Now, all the things I was 
dreaming about are finally coming to 

life.ó  
 

 

Radiyah and her three children are pictured sitting on 

their living room in their new home. 
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STATISTICS FROM 2009 
74 Formerly Homeless Individuals & Families found a Home in Dignity Housing  

143 children & youth lived more stable, safe, & nurtured lives in Dignity Housing  
35% of all tenants completed or were enrolled in educational activities  

54% of all tenants had positive savings balances  
35% of all tenants were employed  

72% of graduated tenants achieved stable housing  

12% of graduated tenants became homeowners!  
 

 
 

òNow, all the things I was 

dreaming about are finally 

coming to life.ó  
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 Cavidan Schnurr from Freibourg, Germany 
has joined Dignityõs After-school program as an 
intern. She is the third intern from the Action Rec-
onciliation Service for Peace (ARSP) program, 
which sends German volunteers to the United 
States to work in projects for peace and social jus-
tice for reconciliation with the Jewish and other 
minority communities.  Along with the general sup-

port to the ASP provided by the intern, Cavidan will work on program -
planning and developing activities throughout her one -year tenure.  Dignity 
embraces the opportunity to expand the childrenõs world through contact 
with people from different cultures and backgrounds, and is excited to 

have Cavidan as part of the staff.  
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 Within the past year there has been an increasing 
social trend of sustaining small gardens, but Dignity II is 
ahead of the curve since our small community garden has 
been growing for five years. Starting with two tomato plants 
in containers, the garden now takes up a large area of an 18õ 

X 24õ raised bed plot. 
 
 Dignityõs After-school Program participants have 
been actively engaged in planting and maintaining the gar-
den and it has served to expand their interests in many ways. 
The children have begun to develop an awareness of ecology 
and the environment. Planting seeds and watching them 
grow into vegetables has brought them to realize that the 
local super market is not the beginning of the food chain. 
Rakes, hoes, and trowels are implements no longer referred 
to as òthingsó but are now known by their proper name and 
function. They also have begun to increase their gardening 
vocabulary with learning words such as compost and mulch. 
Worms are still icky, but the kids feel that they are performing an important service and take pride and 

responsibility for their crop.  
 
 The garden produces a variety of foods and spices including tomatoes, green beans, peppers, egg-
plant, lettuce, cabbage, collard greens in addition to basil and parsley. This yearõs harvest was plentiful 
although the real harvest was seeing young hands and young minds actively engaged to make our garden a 

blooming success.  
 
Article written by Mr. Royal Black, who has given his time and energy to cultivate a garden and serve as a 

tutor with Dignity IIõs After-school Program participants for the past five years.  

Kids from the After-school program and Mr. Black actively partici-

pating in sustaining their own community garden. 
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Willkommen und Danke!  

The Green Thumb Project Grows!  

For the second year in a row, members of Deputy Director 

Beverly Robertõs Girlfriends Group donated backpacks to 
students in Dignityõs After School Program in honor of her 

birthday.   

Cavidan teaches eager kids multiplication 

tables during the After-school Program.  
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In the last edition of Spot-
light, Dignity reported the 
first successful graduate, 
Mr. Orlando Broxton, from 
the GED program offered to 
all tenants.  Dignity is 
pleased to announce that 
Mr. Broxton has continued 
his education by attending 
the Community College of 
Philadelphia for General 

Studies this past fall.  
 
The GED program has con-
tinued to increase in suc-
cess and students. Ms. Clay-
ton was the second tenant 
to receive her GED on Au-

gust 21, 2009. She also 
plans on continuing her 
education by attending 
community college in Fall 
2010.  In addition, six new 
students joined the multi -
level course, which re-
sumed classes in Septem-
ber.  Dignity is confident 
that the new students will 
gain not only education 
training, but also increase 
their confidence and life -
skills throughout the 
course, as did Mr. Broxton 
and Ms. Clayton.  

GED Program Continues with Increasing Success  

 In July, volunteers from the 
Philadelphia Fire Department began 
donating their time and expertise to 
renovate a unit in Dignityõs apart-
ment building that had been dam-
aged by fire.  Lt. Kenneth W. Green, 
Sr., president of the Club Valiants, 
Inc International  Association of Pro-
fessional Black Fire Fighters, is lead-
ing the effort.  Soon the apartment 
in the 4 -unit building will be able to 
again provide affordable housing for 
a Dignity tenant. òThe help from 
the fire fighters is deeply appreci-
atedñparticularly at this timeó, 
noted Alicia Christian, Executive 

Director of Dignity.  

Firemen Volunteer Time Restoring Unit Destroyed By Fire  

National Conference will Spotlight Dignity Housing  

Institute for Children and Poverty will host their national 
conference, Children, Poverty, and Homelessness, to build 
bridges, create dialogue, and encourage ideas as a re-
sponse to the nationôs youth-homelessness issue in Phila-
delphia beginning January 20 th.  Dignity is proud to par-
ticipate as a site-visit for conference-attendees to observe 
how an organization is able to optimally offer transitional 
services for the homeless.  

Become a Fan of Dignity 
Housing on FACEBOOK in 
order to view upcoming 
events, policy updates, ac-

complishments, and more!!  
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Thank you! The students from Ger-
mantown Academy volunteered a day 
to clean up and landscape three of Dig-

nityõs properties in September.  

Dignity tenants concentrate hard during GED course instruction. 

The class meets every Tuesday and Thursday morning throughout 
the fall. Instructor Mike Stevens teaches the course by focusing on 
the real world applications of the skills tenants cultivate while 

studying for the exam. In the process, the adult students also 

improve their life skills.       

Firefighter from Club Valiants pictured 

above fixing the window of one of 
Dignityõs units that was severely dam-

aged by a fire in June.  
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TENANT RECOGNITION EVENT  2009 

BEYOND EXPECTATIONS 

Save the Date 
Dignity Housingõs 5th Annual Jazz Buffet 

March 21, 2010 

 

     4-8 PM Å Commodore Barry Club Å 6815 Emlen Street Å Philadelphia, PA 19119 
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       On Friday, October 9th, Dignity held its annual Ten-
ant Recognition Reception at the Commodore Barry Club 
in Mt. Airy.  Board members, staff, friends, Dignity ten-
ants and their families attended the event which in-
cluded a performance by Dignityõs Drumline, a dinner, 

and recognition ceremony.   

 Each year, the reception serves as an opportu-
nity for Dignityõs staff and tenants to celebrate and re-
charge. This yearõs reception was especially encouraging 
as it included two unique and respected speakers.  The 
keynote speaker and winning essayist of the One Book, 
One Philadelphia 2009 contest, Oneisha Johnson, a pre-
viously homeless single mother, reflected on her strug-
gles to overcome homelessness and the goals she strives 
towards.  In addition, Innocent Turner, an alumnus of 
Dignity Housing, addressed the crowd to share her back-
ground as a daughter of a homeless mother and encour-
aged residents to keep committing to their goals and 
families. Current tenants, alumni and youth were hon-
ored for achievements in education, employment/

career, income management, and family stability.  

To view more pictures, video of the event, and read more about the award recipients, 

go to Dignityõs facebook page or website at www.dignityhousing.org.  

Spotlight  


